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fighter aircraft designed to defeat A-10s
and MiG-29s. The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter
(JSF) is a family of single-engine, twin-jet,
single-seat, supersonic, fixed-wing fighter
aircraft developed by Northrop Grumman

and manned by the United States Air
Force (USAF), United States Marine Corps

(USMC), and U.S. Navy (USN). It was
developed in response to USAF

requirements for a new fighter aircraft in
the late 1990s and first flew on 22 March

2000. An initial production block of 68
aircraft was planned for 2001 delivery,
however the program was postponed

following the September 11, 2001
attacks. The JSF program first became
controversial when it was reported that

the program cost exceeded the $40
billion ceiling set by the US Congress in

1997. The JSF program was further
hampered by the 2005 decision by

President George W. Bush's
Administration to cancel the production of
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the F-35A Short Take Off and Vertical
Landing (STOVL) version of the aircraft.
The F-35 is a single-engine supersonic

single-seat vertical or short take-off and
landing fighter aircraft developed by

Northrop Grumman. It is a development
of the Joint Strike Fighter and the fifth

generation fighter aircraft developed by
Northrop Grumman. Its development

began in the late 1990s, and a contract
was awarded for the development of the

first prototype in December 1999.
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